
Teresa Pham 

22 May, 2018  

Daneen Bergland  

UNST-254E 

Big Picture Blog Post 

What is Pop Culture? How are Asian Americans treated in Pop Culture? Popular Culture 

is determined by the interactions between people in their everyday activities like how they dress 

and their style, their use of language or slang, how they greet people, and their foods that they eat 

are all examples of popular culture. Popular culture is also informed by the mass media. In the 

media world, Asian Americans aren’t treated with as much respect as they should be since the 

1960’s where it all started with the Chinese immigrants coming over to America.  

My first artifact is “ K-pop group Girls' Generation beats Miley, Lady Gaga at first 

YouTube awards.” It’s about how a girl group in South Korea ‘Girls Generation’ or ‘SNSD’ won 

Video of the Year at the YouTube Music Awards. While it was massively popular in Asia, 

America gave them a scattered applause with lack of enthusiasm and a long silence due to 

disapproval. I did more research on them and two of the nine members are born in America and 

all of them can speak some English. Tiffany and Jessica are the members who were born in San 

Francisco, California. Even though they are U.S Citizens, why would America treat the members 

like this? This is an example of how Asian Americans aren’t treated with the utmost respect.  



 

My second artifact is “Images of Asians and Asian-Americans: The Under-representation 

and Misrepresentation of Asians and Asian-Americans on American Television”. This paper is 

about how Asians are underrepresented on T.V. Asians have been a big minority group from 

Chinese, Vietnamese, Filipino, and other Asian groups. Even though they’ve lived really long 

and resided in America for a while, they still feel like they don’t belong since there aren’t really 

a lot of Asian actors. This paper studies about how stereotypes and misrepresentation of 

minorities on how it affected them and how minorities should strive and be able to write stories 

and talk about themselves without being judged. This paper goes into depth of how Asians are 

stereotyped and misrepresented. An Asian stereotype that is common in movies or T.V shows are 

some asian girls are viewed as some chinky goody-two-shoes overachiever that can play lots of 

instruments, wants to go to Harvard or a prestigious school, and to become a doctor.  

Lastly, my third artifact is “ U.S. Study Says Asian-Americans Face Widespread 

Discrimination”. The news article is about how America often portray and stereotype 

Asian-Americans as the model minority, ignoring the poor and less successful immigrants from 

Asia. A 1991 Wall Street Journal poll recorded and found that Americans believed that Asians 

were treated with respect and that there was no discrimination when in fact there was. The article 

also says that Asians were stopped from getting promotions called “glass ceilings”. Glass 



Ceilings are basically an barrier stopping minorities and women from getting promotions and 

getting a higher position. I picked this artifact because besides Asian Americans getting 

mistreated in media, they are also mistreated outside of the media.  

Two learning moments I’ve had in our Popular Culture Class is that I learned that online 

classes are easy and straightforward, but it takes a lot of time outside of class. Also, I learned 

about posting blog posts. I’ve actually never had a blog until now, which is very fun and I heard 

that there are bloggers who can make a living from just blogging which is very fun and cool also.  

Even though it’s good that there are some Asian American actors out there, people need 

to know that race needs to be brought into the media to show diversity not only physically or 

skin color, but through an individual’s story. It’s important for Asian Americans to not only be 

seen, but for them to play characters that come from their unique perspective and backgrounds 

and to share their experiences. 
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